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Revision History

Date Revision Notes

4/28/26 0.3 Added Revision history
4/29/26 0.4  Added Só Danço Samba 

advanced chords in C
 Added beat representation 

on lyrics
0.5  Added key to songs’ 

names.
5/21/26 1.0  Added chords diagrams 

and removed extra keys 
for Só danço samba.

5/29/26 1.1  Added English lyrics
1.2  Added link to return to 

TOC
6/28/26 1.3  Fixed Bb7(9) chord shape
7/4/26 2.0  Added O Barquinho
7/5/26 2.1  Added Samba de uma nota 

só
7/10/26 2.1.1  Corrected O Barquinho
7/21/26 2.1.2  Corrected Corcovado
8/6/26 2.1.3  Corrected Insensatez key
8/12/26 2.2  Added English lyrics to 

scores
8/19/26 2.2.1  Added Have yourself a 

merry little Christmas
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The Bossa Beat

Bossa Nova is a Brazilian rhythm with strong influence from Samba. 

Samba is a broad term for many of the rhythms that compose the better known Brazilian music genres that 
originated in the Afro-Brazilian communities of Bahia in the late 19th century and early 20th century.

Samba is primarily written in 2/4 time, meaning it has two main beats per measure. It is danced to a fast tempo, 
typically around 100-104 beats per minute (BPM). The surdo drums supply the main 1-2 pulse, while other 
instruments (like tamborins) divide the beat.

Several Brazilian’s musicians collaborated for the Bossa Nova movement, but the one that brought the rhythm 
used by guitarists was João Gilberto.

In studying João’s techniques, the Maestro Aderbal Duarte identified four main beats, that could be combined in 
several ways to enrich the music and provide the Bossa swing.
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Só danço samba (The Jazz ‘n’ Samba) - Easy Chords – D 

Score
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Chords Shapes

Só Danço Samba Chords Shape
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Só danço samba (The Jazz ‘n’ Samba) – Melody Chords – D

Score
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Chords Shapes
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Garota de Ipanema (The Girl from Ipanema)– F

Score
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Chords Shapes
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Corcovado (Quiet Nights Of Quiet Stars) – Am

Score
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Chords Shapes

Corcovado Chords Shapes
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Insensatez (How Insensitive) – Bm

Score
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Chords Shapes

Insensatez (How Insensitive) Chords Shapes
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Desafinado (Slightly Out of Tune) – F

Score
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Chords Shapes

Desafinado Chords Shapes
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O Barquinho (Little Boat) – G

Score (Portuguese Lyrics)
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Chords shape

Chords Shapes

Part  A

Bridge
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Samba de uma nota só (One Note Samba) – E

Score
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Chords Shapes

Samba de uma nota só/One note samba
Acordes/Chords

Part  A
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Bridge

2nd Ending
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Have yourself a merry little Christmas - C

Score
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Chords Shapes
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